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This is in response to the Office Communication mailed on July 15, 2003 stating that the 
Amendment filed on March 17, 2003 addresses claims which are not part of the application. 

Applicants' hereby gratefully acknowledge a telephone conference with Examiner Eleni 
Mantis Mercader on July 29, 2003 wherein Applicants* attorney, David J. Dykeman, and 
Examiner Mercader discussed the Office Communication mailed on Jxily 15, 2003 and agreed 
that Applicants simply need to re-fax the Preliminary Amendment filed on December 12, 2002 
that was previously faxed to Examiner Mercader on March 11, 2003, 

Attached herewith is a copy of the Prehminary Amendment filed on December 12, 2002 
adding claims 63-82. Thus, the Amendment filed March 17, 2003 is fully responsive, and the 
objection raised in the Office Communication mailed on July 15, 2003 j$ overcome. 
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As stated in the Amendbment filed on March 17, 2003 on page 4: 

On March 1 1 , 2003, Attorney Djiceman and Examiner Mercader also 
discussed a Preliminary Amendment filed on December 1 1, 2002 with additional 
claims 63-82 which was not made of record. Attorney Dykeman confinned 
receipt of a return postcard acknowledging receipt of the Preliminary Amendment 
(stamped December 11, 2002 by U.S. Patent and Trademark Office) and verified 
the $264 check was cashed by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Attorney 
Dykeman and Examiner Mercader agreed that upon receipt of a fax copy of the 
Preliminary Amendment filed December 1 1, 2002 along with a copy of the 
stamped postcard, the Preliminary Amendment would be entered. On March 1 1, 
2003, Applicants faxed the copy of the Preliminary Amendment to Examiner 
Mercader. Thus, Applicants respectfiiUy request entry of the Preliminary 
Amendment containing claims 63-82. 

With the Preliminary Amendment originally filed on December 11, 2002, 
Applicants added new claims 63-82 which are of similar scope to Group II 
(claims 17-28, 49-62). As discussed with Examiner Mercader, Applicants request 
new claims 63-82 be added to Group n. Thus, Applicants hereby confirm 
election of Group n (Claims 17-28, 49-62 and new claims 63-82) for prosecution 
on the merits, with traverse. 

Applicants request that the Amendment filed on March 17, 2003 be entered and the 
amendments to claims 17, 49, 61, 63 and 73 addressed therein be considered. Applicants beheve 
that after entry of Amendment filed on March 17, 2003, pending claims 17-28 and 49-82 are in 
allowable form. Thus, reconsideration and allowance of pending claims 17-28 and 49-82 is 
respectfiilly requested. 

Applicants submit that all claims are allowable as written and respectfiilly request early 
favorable action by the Examiner. If the Examiner believes that a telephone conversation with 
Applicants* attorney would expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is cordially 
invited to call the undersigned attorney of record. 
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1 , Preliminary Amendment; 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



This paper is supplemental to our filing of July 26, 2000. 



O 
O 

gJJ 



CO 

LU 



AMENDMENT 

In. the Claims 

Pkaseaxld new claims 63-82 as follows: 



64. (New) 
65- (New) 



An ultrasonic medical device comprising: 

^obe having a distal end, a proximal end and an axial length ttierebetween; and 

a diaha^r of the probe that is tapered &om the distal end of the probe to the 
proximaK^id of the probe, 

wherein the prQbe can support a transverse ultrasonic vibration along at least a 
portion of the ai^allength of the probe. 

The ultrasonic medical device of claim 63 wherein the probe has a small cross 
sectional profile. 

The ultrasonic medical device of claim 63 flirther comprising a probe tip capable 
of moving axially inward and outward relative to a distal end of an aspiration 
sheath. 
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(c) □ No additioxjal fee for claims is required. 

OR 

(d) IS Total additional fee for clairas required $264.00 

FEE PAYMENT 
4. ^ Attached is a check in the sum of $264.00 



13 Charge Deposit Account No. 16-0085, Refer^ce No. 20563/2122 airy 
additional necessary fees. 

□ Chaxge the amount of $ to Deposit Account No. 16-0085, Reference 
No. and any additioiial necessary fees. A duplicate of this 
transmittal is attached 
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